
 
AUDIO DESCRIPTION 
 
Noli Mi Tangere 
 
This film is presented 
with colours inverted 
Dark shadowed areas 
appearing bright white, 
white chalk showing in 
blacks and greys. 
 
The chalk pit - part 1 
The camera pans across a 
wooded area, 
trees and dense shrubs 
with inverted red-brown 
leaves, shifting to 
dappled blues and 
purples 
where the sunlight falls.  
 
We continue panning 
around the woodland,  
view slightly distorted as 
a second image mirrors 
the first 
 
A pale vertical strip 
divides the screen  
A close-up image of the 
chalk stone comes into 
the left of the screen 
We can see its speckled 
texture, as the scenes of 
foliage continue to pan 
across the right -hand 
side 
 
The image shifts and 
pauses on o a sturdy tree 
with its roots on show 
Showing the chalk 
beneath it 

With thin and whippy 
branches in the 
foreground 
Dense twigs and leaves 
tangle around it 
 
A hand, blue in the 
shifted colour palette, 
holds a lump of fine-
grained rock, 
deep black with light 
flecks 
 
On the left, a close up of 
paper 
Deep grey smudges and 
marks 
Across the its surface 
appear 
Small particles of chalk 
dot the page 
 
Two views of the artist's 
hand working into 
the paper, scrubbing the 
chalk across the page, 
fingers rubbing dark 
highly textured lines 
into soft, smudgy marks 
 
The image of rocks and 
the sound of the sea 
Emerge as the next image 
appears 
With water dripping 
down the rock surface 
Its striations visible 
Blue, grey and white as 
the different 
Layers are laid bare 
 
The hand moves across a 
large, crumbly rock face 
of shale, or black chalk, 
Gripping the rock, some 
breaks off 
Small pieces falling down 

While on the right of the 
screen the rock face is 
still visible 
 
The artist moves her 
hand across the paper 
Feeling its surface and 
tracing its marks 
The artist’s hand is now 
seen with a piece 
Of grey speckled chalk 
Shading in and rubbing 
the chalk into 
The surface of the paper 
On the right, divided by a 
white strip 
Another hand strokes the 
page  
 
The image is replaced on 
the left side 
By the view of the chalk 
pit in deep 
Pinks, and purples 
As the text announces: 
Chalk pit, act ii 
On the right -and side of 
the screen the artist’s 
Hand continues to rub 
the chalk and shale into  
The surface of the paper 
 
The left-hand image 
changes to a close up 
Of the ground  
Leaves, chalk fragments, 
twigs can be seen 
In purples and pinks and 
greys 
As the colours continue 
to be 
Inverted 
As both sides of the 
screen shift 
The left shows  a folded 
paper image 



With lines running 
through it horizontally 
And a small piece of chalk 
resting on its surface 
On the right, the image 
shifts to a view of the 
Chalk pit once more 
The lines across the 
images start to emerge 
Until the screen is taken 
up solely 
By the first  
 
The artist’s blue hand 
Can be seen pulling up 
The folds of the page 
Onto the rock fragment, 
Picking it up, as the paper 
is folds 
 
The artist’s hand moves 
across the paper image 
From right to left 
Working its way inside 
the folds between the 
two 
The fingers hidden 
between the folds of 
paper 
Then pinching the surface 
to draw attention to the 
fold at the bottom 
 
The image shifts to the 
detailed surface of the 
print 
The artist’s hand comes 
down onto it, holding 
A fragment of chalk 
And starts to make marks 
with it 
Making lines, rubbing  
Onto the image of 
foliage, plants 
The image on the paper 
Is starting to take shape 

The artist pinches the 
fold with her fingers 
Pulling it into place 
While a similar image  
Appears next to it on the 
right of the screen 
 
Two hands, one on each 
side of the screen 
Make marks, lines and 
rub the surface of 
The artwork 
 
The artist opens and 
closes the folds in the 
paper 
Across the two splt 
screen images 
It is now hard to 
distinguish which is which 
as it 
Becomes a single piece 
 
A hand on the right of the 
screen continues to rub 
The surface of the paper 
 
The artist hand appears 
on the left 
It is again sliding across 
the page 
And finding its way into 
the folds 
A white light beneath it, 
its shadow 
Highlights its 
otherworldly feel 
 
00:05:21 
The hand slides across 
the right of the screen 
now 
As both hands and arms 
are visible across both 
Split screens, they meet 
creating a distorted view 

Of these as they stroke 
and move across 
The paper 
 
On the left of the screen,  
The image turns once 
again 
Into the dripping rock 
face 
As a white line appears 
To divide both images 
 
The right-hand side 
continues to show the 
paper image 
With the artist’s fingers 
moving across it 
They appear to come out 
from under the rocky 
surface 
 
Both screens have now 
shifted to the 
Surface of the coastal 
rockface 
Close ups pan in and 
round of the  
Shale and chalk deposits 
in blue 
Grey and white 
Rock fragments, and the 
sound of the sea 
And wind can be heard 
 
The left of the screen 
turns to the artist’s hand 
Once more 
Appearing in blue and 
folding 
The edge of the paper up 
and down 
Moving the paper, to 
show lines across its 
surface 
And folding it at the top 
Then going under the 
fold with her fingers 



 
This turns once more 
To the close up of the 
rocks 
On the coast 
While the image on the 
right of the screen 
Slowly changes to a white 
chalk face still 
 
The rock face on the right 
has disappeared  
And we are left with a 
slow panning shot of the  
Deposits on the surface 
of the rock on the left 
With a blank space next 
to it on the right 
 
These panning shots of 
the rock face come in 
from the left 
And the right, creating 
Overlapping images of 
rock formations 
On both sides of the 
screen 
 
The screen turns to the 
chalk pit once more 
On the left 
There is text that reads: 
Chalk pit, Act iii 
 
The shot of the chalk pit 
In purple and pink 
Slowly pans round, 
images of 
The twigs, undergrowth 
and trees 
Super cede one another 
On the right of the screen 
The rock face continues 
to be seen 
And pan across its 
surface 

They meet to form 
strange juxtapositions 
Across the screen 
 
Eventually both screens 
turn to the chalk pit 
Melding one image into 
the other 
As the two cross-over 
across the screen 
In slow movements 
 
The image on the left 
shifts again 
It is now the surface of 
the paper with 
Its marks on it 
We can make out the 
shapes of leaves and 
twigs 
And the artist’s hand 
appears, holding the 
chalk 
Fragment 
And brushing the surface 
of the paper, which 
moves 
Gently with the pressure 
of the marks 
On the right, the image of 
the chalk pit remains 
 
The marks become more 
precise 
Dots and short flecks on 
the surface of the paper 
 
On the right of the screen 
the image shifts once 
again to 
the paper with its leaf 
marks 
on the surface and out of 
shot 
we can hear the hand of 
the artist’s  

imitating the movement 
of the hand on the left 
 
The image is overlaid 
with another 
The hand moves gently 
over the paper 
Smoothing it down, 
stroking its surface 
Rubbing it with circular 
motions 
As the marks, now 
horizontal lines 
Appear from top to 
bottom 
On the right-hand image, 
the hand continues to 
Rub and make marks on 
the paper image 
 
The artist turns her hand 
around 
Looks at the visible chalk 
dust and rubs her fingers 
together 
Then continues to stroke 
the surface of the paper 
With circular motions 
The sound of the radio 
can be heard in the 
background 
 
Now the artist makes 
deeper 
Marks into the paper 
image 
Scraping the chalk 
fragment up and down 
Across the image 
Leaving vertical marks of 
the frottage on the paper 
And then smudging the 
chalk into the paper 
surface 
Which means the lines 
disappear… 
 



On the right of the image, 
the echoes 
Of the process repeat 
themselves 
Visible scratches appear 
on the paper 
 
The image on the left 
turns back to the dripping 
rock face 
As the blue hand on the 
right continues to rub, 
scrape and smudge 
The image 
 
The blue hand holding a 
large lump of chalk 
Appears on the left of the 
screen- holding it still 
In her fingers, the folded 
surface of the paper 
Lying in the background 
 
whilst the right of the 
screen continues 
To echo the mark making 
on the page 
 
Slowly the still image 
turns once again 
To the view of the chalk 
pit in pink and purple 
It pans slowly to the right 
and takes over the 
Whole screen 
Showing twigs, trees and 
foliage 
A text appears on the 
screen that reads: 
Epilogue 
 
The image shifts to leave 
a blank screen on the 
right-hand side 
While still panning across 
the chalk pit on the left 
 

The right side of the 
screen is now filled 
With the sound and sight 
Of the sea and rock face 
in close up once more 
  
The image on the right 
slowly unfolds 
To show a fragment of 
the chalk  
Its textured surface in the 
artist’s fingers 
Then turning quickly to 
the chalk pit once more 
It overlaps the chalk pit 
scene on the left 
Leaving a vertical band 
where they meet 
 
The images gently fade 
Leaving the hand of the 
artist holding 
A black piece of chalk in 
close up 
Her thumbnail, the flecks 
on the rock 
Are visible 
 
The still image fades to 
show the last image 
Of the foliage on the 
ground 
In the chalk put 
The fragments of purple 
chalk are visible 
Amongst the twigs, and 
leaves 
 
This fades out to show 
the final text: 
Which reads Victoria 
Ahrens, 2021 
Commissioned by the 
Peltz Gallery 
Birkbeck 
University of London 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


